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Our President’s Message 

By Lee Benoit, President 

Burrrrrrrr!  What a winter some of you are having!  I hope you 
are all staying warm and taking your Echinacea and vitamin C!   
 
I promised Gordon I would keep this one short and sweet as he 
has so much to share with and from you.  Thanks to all of you 
who have shared your traveling adventures, stories and family 
history with Gordon.  I think this is his best newsletter yet (and 
the others were hard to top!). 
 
We hope that you will renew your membership for 2009.  
Please get your dues in as quickly as possible.  We use the dues 
money for operating expenses such as the Newsletter.  Now is 
also the time to pledge to the Lothropp Endowment.  The 
Foundation has been very fortunate to have such giving 
members.  Thank you! 
 
Start making your plans for the July Reunion in Lake George, 
NY.  This is the perfect spot to enjoy a vacation with your 
family.  There are so many activities suited for all ages in Lake 
George.  And the kids are out of school! 
 
Check out our website at www.lothropp.org.  We still need 
pictures!  So, forward any Reunion or travel pictures. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Reunion! 
 

�����������
�
2009 Reunion, Continued: 

or as couples and accommodations for four are not required, I 
offer a number of “off-site” accommodations including 
campgrounds, bed & breakfast inns and alternative motels.  
Here is a list of websites to help you locate alternative lodgings 
if you so desire. 
www.VisitLakeGeorge.com which provides links all of the 
above as well as a dozens of recreational, educational and 
historic sites. Also, the following are hotlinks as described: 

Bed and Breakfast Lodging 
Camping and RV Accommodations 

Alternative Hotel/Motel Accommodations 
Fort William Henry Resort 

Lake George Chamber of Commerce 

See Reunion Continued on Page 5 

2009 Lothrop Family Reunion 

By Tom Williams, Reunion Chair 

The venue for the 2009 reunion, July 23-26, 2009, will be at the 
Fort William Henry Resort in beautiful Lake George, New York.  
This is in one of the most beautiful areas of New York State, in 
the lower Adirondack Mountains.   

We will be near a multitude of attractions both within or very 
near Lake George itself or within a short drive.  These include the 
wonderful Fort Ticonderoga which played an integral part in the 
French and Indian War, the Revolutionary War (remember Ethan 
Allen and his Green Mountain Boys?) and the War of 1812.   

Also, nearby is the Saratoga Performing Arts Center, 
www.spac.org .  We will also be within an hour of Lake Placid, 
site of two Winter Olympics, various sites in Vermont and the 
rest of the Adirondack Park, a 6.5 million acre reserve. Lake 
George is within the park.   

As a special treat, Mr. Richard Price, noted genealogist and 
Lothrop descendant, will be our keynote speaker.  Mr. Price has 
written extensively about our great ancestor, the Reverend John 
Lothropp.  I am hoping that he will bring a number of copies of 
his books so that we can purchase signed editions. 

Lake George itself has numerous attractions for all ages including 
boating on the lake, water-skiing, miniature golf, many gorgeous 
hiking trails, wonderful restaurants, museums etc.  We are also 
about a 3-hour drive to downtown Montreal. 

The room rate at the Fort William Henry Resort  includes up to 
4 people with a full breakfast each day for all (up to 4 in a 
room.)  The rooms are quite nice and many have lake views (first 
come, first served).  As we expect our block of rooms to fill up 
very quickly, be sure to book early.  We have made arrangements 
so that your credit card will not be immediately billed for the first 
night.  If you make a booking and fail to show up, your card will 
be charged for the first night's lodging.  As long as you call 
within the deadline to cancel your reservation (I think 48 or 72 
hours but double check on their web site) you will be charged 
nothing.  

Lake George is a very popular tourist site and gets extremely 
busy in the Summer so, again, book early.  The room rate for up 
to 4 people with a full breakfast is $236 per night.  

We are currently working on one or more side trips for our 
group.  There will be one or more group social/dinner functions 
as well.  There is a scheduled giant fireworks display July 23.   

Editor’s note: Because of the economy, and/or because some 
folks are traveling individually  Continued on RH column � �
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From the Editor      

Greetings Cousins, here is my fourth 
attempt at being the Newsletter editor, it 
is still fun.  I must say that I am still 
impressed at the rich history of the 
Lothrop/Lathrop families. 

As always, I am continuing to accept 
content and ideas for this publication.  
This issue demonstrates that 
contributions are coming in, thanks and 
keep ‘em coming in.  

Contact me at 12 Fairfield St. Salem, 
MA 01970, by phone at 978-744-3191 
or at GordonLothrop@comcast.net.   

I need to tend to some business, however,   
Item 1: Our 2009 Reunion is rapidly approaching; we are looking forward t seeing 
you at Lake George this July 23 – 27, make your reservations, soon. 
Item 2: The foundation is accepting nominations for other board positions.   
             These will be voted on at the reunion. 
Item 3: We are short one At-Large Board Member, if you think that you might be    
             interested, please contact Lee Benoit. (See the listing at the left of this piece.) 
Item 4: This mailing includes a dues envelope; please attend to that matter promptly. 
Item 5:  Helen Taber Continues to need some help with updating the Huntington 
work, 
              (See the listing at the left of this piece.) 

 With warmest regards, 

                   ����������	��
����������	��
����������	��
����������	��
  

Letters: 

Dave Lathrop writes: 
I laid in bed last night reading the Foundation Newsletter and enjoyed the article on 
the Lathrop Bible.  I am glad our part of the Lathrop family history got included. 

One minor correction; there was only one "Daniel" that I know about in the path of 
ownership, at least according to our family records. 

This is how we show the path: Rev. John Lothropp > Samuel, Sr. > Samuel, Jr. > 
Nathaniel > Azariah > Charles > Rev. Daniel W. > George Howland, Sr. > James 
Dunham (Husband of George's sister, Harriet W. Lathrop.)  

The rest of the story I got from you and the information provided by Rev. 
John Howland Lathrop, my dad's first cousin. 

Like I have said before, I have a family note that George "gave or sold" 
the Bible to James Dunham.  However, being the businessman George was, I tend to 
go along with Rev. John's information that he "sold" it to Dunham. 

At any rate I enjoyed the story. 

I will be instating the family connection to the Dunham's and Rev. John H. Lathrop's       
family into the EBH2 data I am doing for you.  This has turned into some project!!!  
Now if we can only figure out what to do with John #2028!!  I should get back to it next 
week.  If you find out more on this dude and his connection, let me know. 
radion8lu@juno.com  

 

  

The Board of Directors, 

Lee Benoit, President 
1512 Dublin Circle 
Grapevine, TX 76051 

  LBenoit@nch.com  

Don Lathrop, Vice-President 
375 W. Galbraith Rd., Apt. 18 
Cincinnati, OH  45215-5032 

DRLATH375@aol.com  

Jennifer Driscoll, Secretary 
6 Mosher Drive 
Brookline, NH  03033 

 jenjoe2@charter.net  

Lexa Crane Treasurer 
4704 Highland Terrace 
Austin, TX 78731 

 uracousin@yahoo.com  

Rexann Warner, Membership 
271 Julie Ann Court 
Tooele, UT  84074 

 rpwarner@msn.com  

Gordon Lothrop,  Editor 
12 Fairfield Street 
Salem, MA  01945-4808    

GordonLothrop@comcast.net  

Diana Long, Web Master 
P.O. Box 2781 
Palmer, AK 99645-2781 

             dlt@mtaonline.net   

Dan McConnell, Director-at-Large 
31 Ellens Way 
Harwich, MA  02645-2524 
 dan.mcconnell@comcast.net  

Tom Williams, Director-at-Large 
575 Lexington Ave. Suite 670 
New York, NY  10022 

 1.tom.williams@gmail.com  

Rev. Doug Lathrop, Chaplain 
536 South 100 East 
Kanab, UT  84741-3636 

 Lathrop@ns.xpressweb.net  

Helen Taber, Historian 
52 Lookout Court 
Yarmouth Port, MA  02675 

                LathropTab@verizon.net  

In Passing 

This editor was saddened to learn that 
Lois Jane Hoots Short, formerly of 
Ojai, CA has passed away.   
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Where in the World 

 From Dave T. Lathrop’s of Jackson, Michigan Travel Diary 

Lathrop, Michigan  is located up in the UP of Michigan.  I do 
not know anything about it.  It is really about a ghost town.  
There is no longer a Post Office there and has not been for 
several years.  I would say it probably had something to do 
with the lumber industry at one time, maybe 100+ years ago.  
We have stopped there 2 or 3 times and taken pictures over the 
years.  The State still puts it on their maps and if you Google it, 
it does come up 

.  
Back row is Betty & Dave.  Front row is Amy, Mark, and 
Scott........all Lathrop's!!  c. 1982 

Lathrop, Missouri  is another story.  That place, located north 
of Kansas City, is a nice little community.  Once the "mule 
capital of the world”, it is now a bedroom community to KC.  

Everything there 
is "Lathrop."  
The High School 
is Lathrop, the 
bank, the 
ambulance 
service, and the 
trash cans!! We 
have had fun 
with the "Help 
Keep Lathrop 
Clean" signs 
over the years.  
We have poster 
size pictures of 
the sign!!!  
 
 

Dave’s wife Betty, is surveying the trash can. 

 
Lathrop, Missouri  was named after John L. Lathrop.  In 
Huntington, he is number 2224.  John L. lived in Hannibal, 
Missouri where he was Secretary/Treasurer of the Hannibal & 

St. Joseph Railroad.  The 
spur south off the main 
run went to a developing 
community called 
"Lathrop" named after 
John L.  He never lived 
there  

It was funny, I stopped 
into city hall to find out 
about the place and the gal 
I talked to said she never 
knew of anyone who ever 
lived there with the 
Lathrop name.  In fact, I 
was the first Lathrop she 
had ever met...fun times!!! 
We had a good laugh with 
that. 
 
P.S.  Sometime if I get 
that way, I will get a 
picture of a New 

("OLD"!!) Lothrop, Michigan  sign for you.  They have a good 
sports program in their High School......especially in wrestling.  
Our oldest son was a wrestler and I always said we should 
move there and he could be Lathrop from Lothrop!!  

 
NOVEMBER 

                                 By Christina Lothrop 

November is a rat,  
A pesky little rat 

That only avoids capture 
Silent as a shadow 

The rat, 
Spends most of the year banished  

Banned, 
But when it comes out… 

NOVEMBER 
                                 By Christina Lothrop 

 
November is a rat,  
A pesky little rat 

That only avoids capture 
Silent as a shadow 

The rat, 
Spends most of the year banished  

Banned, 
But when it comes out… 

BAM!  
Everything is brown  

BAM! 
Lakes are frozen 

BAM! 
Trees are stripped of their bewitching foliage  

Nothing can stop it, 
Not traps 
Not nets 
Not cats 
Not owls 

Absolutely nothing  
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Scituate Celebrates the 375th Anniversary  

The First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church in Scituate 
celebrated the 375th anniversary of the arrival of the Rev. John 
Lothropp and his flock to the new world.  This church directly 
traces its history to those times and they are proud of their 
heritage.  The program for the evening included comments by 
this editor, who was pleased to be invited to be a speaker at this 
event and I am, by request, including the text of my talk. 

 

Also, on the program was the Rev. Richard Stower (center), 
pastor of the First Parish and the Rev. William Sinkford 
(right), President of the Unitarian Universalist Association of 
Congregations.  After the formal part of the evening, a 
sumptuous meal was served to the 80 or so attendees.  Wendy 
Belanger and her staff of volunteers must be acknowledged for 
their excellent meal. 

The text of Gordon Lothrop’s Talk:  Rev. Stower, President 
Sinkford, members and guests of the First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Scituate , friends, members of the 
Lothropp Family Foundation and most importantly, Men (and 
Women) of Kent…  What an honor and privilege it is for me to 
be invited to this parish and to this noteworthy event! Thank 
you for inviting me here to represent the Lothropp Family. 

Since public speaking is not an often occurrence in my life, I 
thought it wise to review some of the basics.  I am reminded of 
the old adage, often attributed to that gifted public speaker, 
Mark Twain; who is said to have remarked, “The secret of a 
good speech is a good beginning, a good ending and a short 
middle”.  So with that in mind… 

Originally, I thought that I would give a historical overview of 
the Rev. John Lothropp’s life; but upon reflection, I thought 
that since many, if not most, of you already know the stories 
that I would reflect on how his life has affected others and what 
he left behind. 

 

 

One of the amazing things about the Rev. John Lothropp is that 
he is not mentioned in many history books, of which I have 
read a few.  And he certainly should be!  He is not even 
mentioned in Nathaniel Philbrick’s recent book, Mayflower, a 
widely received and recent best selling book on the Rev. John’s 
era and neighborhood but not a word about Rev. John.  His 
relative, a cousin, I believe, who was the commander of the ill-

fated militia company, The Flower of Essex, 
who were slaughtered at the Battle of Muddy 
(Bloody) Creek in 1675 was, however.  This 
underscores one of the problems with the 
popular presentations of history, exploitation of 
the sensational with focus on military efforts, 
kings and presidents, etc.  

From what I have read about John Lothropp, he 
was a living study of the Beatitudes. 
Personally, I have feel that humility is an over 
rated virtue, but in the Rev John’s case, it 
worked out well.  We have a man with 
enormous leadership skills; a charismatic 
personage who lived a life close to God.  A 
man well respected in many communities and 
homes.  Here we are, 375 years later and we 
are still talking about him and the exemplary 
life that he led.   

We have a man of great courage and fortitude, who over the 
course of his life met with many difficulties and dangers and 
dealt with them in positive and constructive ways. From his 
early move away from the established Church of England, a 
courageous act in itself which lead to 2 difficult years of 
incarceration in terrible circumstances and ultimately his 
removal from his home country, separation from some of his 
children and perhaps even the loss of his first wife. We find a 
man of grace and tolerance.   

Tolerance being a key aspect of Rev. John’s character, we have 
a man who was at the beginnings of several significant and 
enduring three mainstream Protestant expressions of 
Christianity; namely:, Unitarian, Congregational and Baptist.  
In Scituate, we have this parish where the members claim and 
rightfully so, to being descended from his church in London.  
In Barnstable, MA we have two churches, one Congregational 
and one Unitarian who can also make the same claim the Rev. 
John as the founder of their parishes in that town.  All of these 
churches are permanent testimony honoring the Rev. John’s 
leadership. Also, a testimony of his leadership is born-out in 
the hearts and souls of all of us here tonight and the members 
of this and all of the other churches that can be traced back to 
his early stewardship. 

What was it about the Rev. John Lothropp’s character that 
would have men and women want to spend 6 weeks on a leaky, 
uncertain and dangerous, sometimes unreliable mode of 
transportation to live in a wild, hostile and unknown land?  
What would have caused folks who had   Continued on Page 5 



Rev. John, Continued from Page 4  already made that 
journey and had begun to reestablish themselves in this new 
land to sell out and remove to Rev. John’s new neighborhood?  
What was it about his character that showed the steady hand of 
tolerance?   

 According to “The Pioneers of Massachusetts”, the 1900work 
by the Rev. Charles Henry Pope, Pastor of the first Church in 
Charlestown, MA, “Mr. Lothropp was a man of deep piety, 
great zeal and large ability.” 

From what I have read, or not read, actually, there was little 
animosity between the Rev. John’s flock and the Native 
Americans.  Even after his death, at the time of the Quaker 
persecutions in Boston there were none in Barnstable.  Even 40 
years later, during the Salem witchcraft hysteria there was no 
such madness in “The Old Colony”. Why?  Because the 
residents were better focused on the good of their neighbors 
rather than fearing imagined dangers.  The Reverend John 
Lothropp set the tone for generations to follow. 

His legacy continues at this 375th Anniversary.  At this time 
there are roughly 9,000 citizens of this country bearing the 

name “Lothrop” or “Lathrop” or a recognizable variation, 
thereof.  Perhaps there are 10 times those many that are 
descended through various female lines.  From Rev. John’s 
time to now there are about 14 generations and we find his 
descendants in many walks of life.  Certainly they are widely 
represented in the clergy and lay religious leaders.  Also, there 
are: statesmen, presidents, physicians, poets, authors, inventors, 
business people, plumbers and even electricians, all widely 
recognized in their fields for their ability.  I believe that those 
of us who are descended from the distinguished and amiable 
ancestor are fortunate to have received the benefit of his 
instruction as passed down through the generations.  We all 
have an obligation to follow his lead. 

In closing, I refer to the memorial marker on Rte. 6A in 
Barnstable at the Lothrop Hill Cemetery, which substitutes for 
a grave marker: the last line of which answers several of the 
questions raised earlier in this talk: 

“He was a gentle, kindly man and beloved by all who knew 
him” 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Some Websites of Interest 

West Parish Church, Barnstable, MA:  www.westparish.org         Lothropp Family Foundation:  www.Lothropp.org  
Sturgis Library Barnstable, MA:  www.sturgislibrary.org              Barnstable Unitarian Church: www.barnstableuu.org 
Lothrop Genealogy Blog Spot:  http://lathropgenealogy.blogspot.com    
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Corinne Lathrop Gilb 

Material contributed by her daughters Tyra Gilb & Lesley Gilb Taplin 
 

Corinne Lathrop Gilb  (1925 - 2003) received her Ph.D. in the 
History of American Civilization from Radcliffe- Harvard and 

taught history at the 
university level for 37 
years, retiring as 
Professor Emeritus from 
Wayne State University 
in 1994. The first 
director of UC 
Berkeley's Regional 
Cultural (Oral) History 
Project, her interviews 
with early Teamster 
leaders and key figures 
in the 1934 San 
Francisco labor strike 
remain seminal research 
sources in libraries 
throughout the country. 
As Planning Director 
for the City of Detroit 

under Mayor Coleman Young, she produced the 1985 Master 
Plan for the City's future. She also served as consultant to the 
California legislature, delegate to NGO meetings at the United 
Nations, and Vice President of the International Society for the                                                                    

 
 
 
Comparative Study of Civilizations. A dynamic public speaker 
who had an international following, Dr. Gilb is best known as 
the author of Hidden Hierarchies: The Professions and 
Government.  Selections of her other writings can be found in 
Toward Holistic History: The Odyssey of an Interdisciplinary 
Historian, published by Atherton Press.  Also, there is much, 
more at www.corinnelathropgilb.com  

Reunion: Continued from page 1 

Visit http://www.fortwilliamhenry.com to take a look at the 
facility.   The telephone numbers to make reservations are 1-
800-234-0267 or 518-668-3081. 

BE SURE to tell the agent that you are part of the Lothrop 
Family Reunion to get this favorable rate. Otherwise, the rate 
would  be upwards of $300 per night. 

If you need any further information or have questions email me 
at 1.tom.williams@gmail.com 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you there. 
 Thomas L. Williams 
1.tom.williams@gmail.com 

+966-555204139 cell 
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Our Endowment Fund 
This fund started out very modesty and over the years it has grown to offer significant contributions to worthwhile Lothropp 
related endeavors.  Here is a list of our foundation’s donations from the beginning: 

1991  $  50.  Granary Cemetery, Boston, gravestone cleaning 
1992    500.   St. Mary’s Etton, England, Restoration Fund 
1993      500.  Norwich, CT, Parks Dept, gravestone maint. 
              500.  Sturgis Library, Barnstable, MA 
1993    500.  West Parish Church Memorial Fund,  
1995      500.  Niobrara Historical Soc., stagecoach restoration 
1995    500.  Barnstable Historical Society, Historic 
                       painting restoration 
1997    500.  City of Norwich, old schoolhouse restoration   
1997    500.  St. Mary’s Etton, England, Church Building 
                       Trust Fund 
1998      32.  Leland Stanford Mansion, Restoration  
1999      400.  Leland Stanford Mansion, Restoration 
2000      500.  Cohasset Historical Society., Lothrop House  
                       Restoration 
2000    510.  Sturgis Library, Barnstable, MA 
2001    250.  Cohasset Historical Society, Lothrop House  
                       Restoration 
2001      500.  Statue of Liberty – Ellis Island Foundation 
2002      250.  Cohasset Historical Society, Lothrop House  
                       Restoration 
2002   3,500.  Friends of Lathrop House, Sylvania, Ohio 
2003   5,000.  West Parish Church,  Organ Fund 
2004   5,000.  Barnstable Historical Society,  

2005        830.  Lowthorpe Meadows Plaque 
2005     3,468. Sturgis Library, Barnstable, MA,  
                          Website updates & shutter restorations 
2006     2,500.   Sturgis Library, Barnstable, MA, 
2006     2,500.   New England Genealogical and Historical  
                          Foundation, Boston, MA 
2007     3,000. Saluda County Historical Society,  
                          James Bonham House restoration 
2007     3,000. Alamo Chapter, Daughters of the Republic of  
                          Texas, San Antonio, TX 
2008 3,116.   Sturgis Public Library, Restoration and  

                              preservation of the Lothropp artifacts 

As you can see the annual award amounts have dropped 
precipitously this year; because awards are made from the 
investment proceeds only and as such we are feeling the 
effect of the present “financial meltdown”.  I am pleased to 
report 100% of our principle is intact, only the interest 
payments have dwindled.    

The Lothropp Family Foundation has made lots of friends 
through our generosity; we hope to continue this tradition.  
When you pay your dues this year, would you consider 
making a donation our Endowment Fund in memory of or in 
honor of a special person in your life? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

2008 Endowment Contributions 
In Memory of: 

·  Raymond J. Lathrop by Dencie Lathrop Guindon of 
East Lyme, CT 

·  Hope Stine by Keni Brayton Cox of Anaheim, CA 
·  Polly Beale Baker and Benjamin Beale by Hope Beale 

Baker of Boston, MA 
·  Hope Lathrop Wellstein by Ruth Lucchesi of 

Northfield, IL  60093-3238 
·  the Beale Cousins by Alexandra “Lexa” Crane of 

Barnstable, MA & Austin, TX 
·  her beloved parents, Donald Dwight Lathrop & 

Francis Pauline Greenwood Lathrop  
        by Dorothy Lathrop Bedford West of  Syracuse NY 
·  Thornton Lathrop by Josephine K. Lathrop of  

Niantic, CT 
·  his brother, James E. Lothrop by Scott D. Lothrop of 

Hendersonville, NC 
·  Our sister & mother Mrs. Myrdith E. Bradshaw by 

Rev. Ivan Lathrop of Oak Harbor, WA 

·  Elbert Franklin Mitchell by Marylyn Prosser Pauley of 
Ketchum, ID 

·  Ruth Prosser Beers by Marylyn Prosser Pauley of 
Ketchum, ID 

·  Parley Parker Pratt by Francis A. Madsen, Jr. of 
Holladay, UT 

·  Charles F. (Chick) Lathrop by Lorraine Edith Hallock 
of Bristol, VT 

·  Coralie Lothrop Enersen by Gary Enersen of Friday 
Harbor, WA 

·  Catherine (Kate) Lathrop by Ms. Esther Brayton of 
Anaheim, CA 

·  Harriett Lathrop Bennett & her son Ralph Winslew 
Bennett by Katherine Bennett of New Haven, CT 

·  her father Earl Henry Lathrop by Marylin Inis Lathrop 
Derby-Coleman of Goodyear, AZ 

In Honor of: 

·  Winfred Rawdon Goddard, Jr. by Mrs. W.R. Goddard, 
Jr. of San Diego, CA 

·  of the Lothrop girls of Pittsfield, MA, Christina & 
Lily by Gordon Lothrop of Salem, MA 

·  Louise Lathrop Estus by Catherine Cummings of 
Redding, CA 

·  Ruth Prosser Beers by Marylyn Prosser Pauley of 
Ketchum, ID 

·  Helen Lathrop Taber by Marylin Inis Lathrop Derby-
Coleman of Goodyear, AZ 

Other Donations By: 

·  Charles L. Lothrop of Lebanon, CT 
·  Dan McConnell of Harwich, MA 
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Famous Descendants 

ELI WHITNEY  

Born:   Dec. 8, 1765, Westborough, Mass.  

Died: Jan. 8, 1825, New Haven, Conn 

Descended from Rev. John’s son Thomas 

Occupation: Inventor & businessman 

Although his most 
famous  invention 
was the cotton gin, 
he never made 
much money with 

that.  However, after that invention he reaped a 
fortune by various improvements with the 
manufacture of fire-arms; his factory became the 
origin of Whitneyville, Conn.  

It was not until after Eli Whitney invented the 
"gin" (from engine) for removing seeds from 
cotton that cotton was used extensively.  Prior to 
that time flax, which produced linen, was the item 
from which people made most of their household 
items and clothing articles.  

In his youth, he made a business out of making 
nails by hand and by his industry saved money 
enough to pay his college expenses.  He graduated 
from Yale, A.B., 1792, A.M., 1795. He also 
studied law, but abandoned it to follow his 
mechanical talent.  In devoting himself to solving 
mechanical problems; his first important solution 
was the cotton gin.  After college, he was invited 
by the widow of Gen. Nathanael Greene to make 
his home at her plantation, called Mulberry Grove, 
on the Savannah River in Georgia.  

In 1793 he solved the difficult problem of 
separating the cotton lint from the seeds by 
completing the saw cotton gin, which consists of 
two cylinders: one, revolving with 
great velocity, to pull the lint from 
the seed by means of from fifty to 
eighty steel disks with serrated 
edges, and the other to remove the 
lint from the saw teeth by means of 
stiff brushes. This machine, which, 
with a few improvements remains exactly as it was 
first invented, has a capacity equal to that of 3,000 
pairs of hands in separating the lint from the seed, 
which process, up to the time of its invention, was 
the only means used in the separation.  

Mr. Whitney was unable to keep his invention 
secret and before he could obtain a patent , several 
gins were being operated on various neighboring 
plantations. He formed a partnership with Phineas 

Miller, and removed to Connecticut to 
manufacture the machines, but owing to endless 
litigation caused by the infringement of his patent, 
he was obliged in 1796 to devote himself in other 
areas of problem solving.  This is when he became 
involved in the manufacture of firearms in order to 
obtain a livelihood.  

First, he settled in New Haven, CT where he 
developed a system of making the manufacture of 
different parts of a gun interchangeable among 
several mechanics. Most notable was his creations 
became known as the milling machine.  He went 
on to build an armory at Whitneyville, near New 
Haven, where his company filled a government 
contract for ten thousand stands of muskets.  

He finally received $50,000 from the legislature, 
of South Carolina for the general use of the cotton 
gin and he was allowed a further royalty on every 
gin used in the state, but considering the universal 
benefit derived from the invention, this was a 
small recompense.  

He established a fund of $500 (a tidy sum in it’s 
day) at Yale College, with the interest to be 
devoted to the purchase of books or, mechanical 
and physical science. 

In an ironic twist, Whitney's gin brought the South 
prosperity, but the unwillingness of the planters to 
pay for its use and the ease with which the gin 

could be pirated put 
Whitney's original 
company out of 
business by 1797. 
When Congress 
refused to renew 
the patent, which 
expired in 1807, 

Whitney concluded that 'an invention can be so 
valuable as to be worthless to the inventor.'  He 
never patented his later inventions, one of which 
was his milling machine. His genius as expressed 
in tools machines, and technological ideas made 
the southern United States dominant in cotton 
production and the northern states a bastion of 
industry. ���������� Continued on Page 8:�
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Continued from Page 7:    In 1817, he married 
Henrietta Edwards, granddaughter of the famed 
evangelist Jonathan Edwards, daughter of Pierpont 
Edwards, head of the Democratic Party in 
Connecticut, and first cousin of Yale's president, 
Timothy Dwight, the state's leading Federalist. All 
of which tied him to Connecticut's ruling elite. In a 
business dependent on government contracts, such 
connections were essential to success. 

Whitney died at age 59 of prostate cancer on 
January 8, 1825, in New Haven, CT, leaving a 
widow and four children. During the course of his 
illness, he invented and constructed several 
devices to ease his pain mechanically. These 
devices, drawings of which are in his collected 
papers, were effective but were never 
manufactured for use of others due to his heirs' 
reluctance to trade in "indelicate" items. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Some Thoughts to Ponder: 

o One old friend is better than two new ones. 

o If the rich could hire other people to die for them 
the poor could make a wonderful living. 

o Ask about your neighbors, before you by the house. 

o If you didn’t see it with your eyes, don’t invent it 
with your mouth. 

o One of life’s greatest mysteries is how a boy that is 
not good enough to marry your daughter could be 
the father of the smartest grandchild in the world. 

o Old friends are like good wines, they don’t loose 
their flavor 

o Intellectuals solve problems, geniuses prevent them. 
(Albert Einstein) 

o We can solve problems by using the same kind of 
thinking that we used when we created them. 

o Two things are infinite: the universe and human 
stupidity; and I’m not sure about the universe. 
(Albert Einstein) 

o The difference between happiness and success is 
with success, you get what you want; with 
happiness you want hat you get. 

 

 
 
 
 
����������	
��
������	�����������
12 Fairfield Street 
Salem, MA  01970-4808 
 
Address Return Service Requested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


